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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-6 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Drawings 

1 . Figures 1 0(a), 1 0(b), 1 1 (a), and 1 1 (b) should be designated by a legend such as 
--Prior Art- because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 
Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should 
be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not 
to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 10 
line 22, the word "protruding" should be changed to the word -protrude--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 3 the phrase 
"in that in which" should be changed to -in which-. Appropriate correction is required. 
5. Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
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dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. The Method claim 6 
dependent from claim 1 which a product therefore does not further limit the parent claim 
1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 5, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claim 6, the phrase "characterized by erecting through vertical studs 
continuing to an upper story are erected on the ground." Is indefinite because it is 
unclear what is being erected on the ground because the sentence is improper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1, 2, and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Perrin (5,867,964). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 6, Perrin teaches constructing a structural framework 
by assembling vertical frame studs (4, 48) and wall panels (2) erected on a foundation 
(abstract lines 12-14) and a floor panel (54), characterized in that the vertical frame 
studs provided at intersections of the wall panels and corners are through studs (4, 48) 
continuing to upper stories (figures 4, 14, 15), the wall panels (2) are prepared by 
attaching a face member (2) to a wall frame (24) preparing by assembling light gage 
channels made from sheet steel into a rectangular form (figures 1-10; column 3 lines 
46-50), and the walls (2) of an upper story (2) are constructed by connecting the wall 
panels (2) for the upper story (see figure 1 5) after the walls (2) of a lower story have 
been constructed by connecting the wall panels for the lower story to said through 
vertical frame studs (48). 

Regarding claim 2, Perrin teaches girder walls and party walls (figure 14) are 
constructed by placing said through vertical frame studs (48) in the thickness of the wall 
panels (2) (figure 1 ) by forming the vertical frame studs (4, 48) into a rectangular cross 
section and joining the wall panels (2) to all sides of the rectangle by means of fasteners 
(as illustrated in figures 1,4, 14, and 15). 

Regarding claim 4, Perrin teaches the through vertical frame studs (4, 48) are 
made of steel sections, wood or steel -reinforced concrete (column 3 lines 47-50). 

Regarding claim 5, Perrin teaches the vertical frame studs (4, 48) and wall 
panels (2) are joined by using fasteners such as drill screws, bolts and one-side bolts 
(column 6 lines 34-43). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perrin 
(5,867,964) in view of diGirolamo et al (5,1 13,631 ). 

Regarding claim 3, Perrin teaches the wall panels (2) to be attached to the 
through vertical frame studs (4, 48) are disposed along the four sides of a rectangle that 
constitutes a room (figures 11, 14), the floor plate (54) is attached to floor joists (58, 60) 

However, Perrin fails to explicitly disclose the upper edges of the wall panels of 
the lower story on two opposite sides are positioned lower than the upper edges of the 
wall panels of the lower story on the other two opposite sides, and two opposite sides of 
a floor panel formed by attaching a floor plate to floor joists are supported on the upper 
end of the two lower wall panels on two opposite sides. 

diGirolamo et al. teaches a structural lightweight steel framing system where the 
upper edges of the wall panels of the lower story on two opposite sides are positioned 
lower than the upper edges of the wall panels of the lower story on the other two 
opposite sides, and two opposite sides of a floor panel formed by attaching a floor plate 
to floor joists are supported on the upper end of the two lower wall panels on two 
opposite sides (as illustrated in figure 18; the examiner construes the layout for the 
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remaining unseen two wall sides follows the same design as figure 18, which illustrates 
the wall in the foreground as being higher than the wall which supports the floor 220). 

Therefore, from the teaching of diGirolamo et al., it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the flooring 
setup of Perrin to include the higher walls on one side and lower walls on the other side 
as taught by diGirolamo et al. in order to shorten construction time by not having to 
connect the floor slab to all four walls of the structure. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Parker et al. (6,625,937) teaches studs extending through multiple floors and 
party walls. 

de Quesada (6,298,617) teaches high rise buildings with steel construction. 
Goodson, Jr. (5,514,950) teaches a multileve building framing system with 
through studs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON HOLLOWAY whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5786. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6; Alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on 571-272-6782. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JASON HOLLOWAY 

Examiner 

Art Unit 4165 

JH 



/Lynda Jasmin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4165 



